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Making lick Slack farms 
from Louisiana's Wtt lanhs 






RECLAMATION 









REPORT OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Department of Agriculture, Purdue University, Bulletin on re- 
claiming wet prairie lands in Southern Louisiana. Page 415. 

"Formed by the richest soils in the whole Mississippi Val- 
ley, brought down for centuries by that river and its tributaries 
and deposited here, they form the most fertile agricultural 
lands of the States, equaled by few and surpasseddbv^none in 
the world of productive capacity." *L 
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Her lamattgn of lmisiixm*B 
IHet ftrairie lanfts 



THE HOME OF EVANGELINE AND 
GOD'S OTHER CHOSEN PEOPLE 
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iHraulifu] tu thr lanb, uiitli its; prairies 
ana furrsts uf fruit trrrs ; 

Unorr tlir feet st u;ii it ru of llrtturrs, 
aiiLt tltr Wuwt uf Itraunis 

Unibtint about, anb rtstfng its buuir 
on tltt* malls uf Hit' furrst. 

£ linj iiilto biuril thrrr ham- itiimrb it 
tltr Ebnt of Kuuistana. 
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RTIFICIAL drainage is as much better than natural drainage as irrigation is belter than rainfall. It is more re- 
liable. Tiling alone is incomplete; Irrigation alone is incomplete; our method in our rich alluvial soil is the 
only known complete method of governing the water supply on land. 

In this artificially drained country you will find magnificent plantations, with improvements which cost, 
from $100 to $200 an acre. These farms are producing from $75 to $200 per acre in yearly crops. Here are 
"?* truck farms which are turning off profitable crops ten months in every year, and new, undrained land adjoining 

these plantations and farms which you can buy for from $5 to $15 per acre. 

It costs about $25 per acre to drain these lands and make them ready for cultivation. Why are these lands not all in 
cultivation? is the first question which comes to your mind. If a man could have bought 160 acres of this land and for $15 
an acre made it ready for cultivation, all of this land would now be in farms. 

One hundred and sixty acres, except in most favorable places, cannot be economically drained. 

One thousand acres is probably the smallest amount of land which can be drained for a reasonable amount per acre, 
but 2,560 acres (or 4 sections) can be economically drained and 8 sections is perhaps the unit which can be drained and put 
into condition to plow for the least cost per acre. 
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WE ARE THE PIONEERS 
IN THE RECLAMATION 
WORK OF LOUISIANA, 




OUR WET PRAIRIE LANDS 
BEFORE RECLAMATION. 



WE OWN AltOI'T riMJ MHil.lON .VIIKS OF SITU LANDS IN LOUISIANA. 



JUST AN ORDINARY YIELD 
OF CORN ON OUR RICH ALLU- 
VIAL SOIL AFTER RECLAMA- 
TION, ONE YEAR BEFORE 
THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN 
THIS LAND WAS A SWAMP. 
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YIKI.I1KI) 71 BP. SBXLLEB COBX TO THE ACRE. 







METHOD OF 
DRAINING. 



The operation Is simple. The coun- 
try is so gridlroned by bayous and 
Jakes that it would be difficult to find 
H sections in Southern Louisiana 
which do not either border on a bayou 
or a lake, or through which a stream 
does not pass. 

The plan of drainage is to first sur- 
round the land with a dredge boat ca- 
nal.. The dirt excavated in digging 
the canal forms a levee, and the levee 
is leveled into a fine and inexpensive 
road. The canal supplies water, and 
tlie road, wagon transportation. The 
only water to take care of is excessive 
rain fall. There ia no overflow and my 
seepage, on account of the fine silt tex- 
ture of our sub-soil. 
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SUALLY the canals are 40 feet wide and from G to 8 feet deep. The dirt from the canals forms a levee with a 30- 
foot base, and 10-foot crown, 6 feet high. This is sufficient protection from any high-water mark. Regarding 
the height of levees of the gulf side, we have not reclaimed any land near enough to the gulf, so that we had. to 
take the tide into consideration, excepting at La Branch, and there our levees are about 6 feet high. The highest 
we have ever known the water to b there above the actual level of the ground is about 18 inches or 2 feet. 

When the land is surrounded by canal and levee, then with a dredge, dig an inside canal crossing the tract 
each way. These do not connect with the outside canal and are only for storage and for the small lateral ditches to drain 
into. A pump must be installed of capacity to handle the rainfall. This pump to lift the water out of the storage canals over 
the levee into the outside canal which empties into the lake or bayou. We are using the centrifugal pumps on sevral tracts. 

Draining land by pumping in Illinois, Indiana or Missouri, is often very expensive because through a strata of sand or 
gravel the water from a distant stream or lake may be seeping into the ditches. In these lands, that is impossible. There are 
no stratas of sand or gravel, and the soil is detritus— river silt of fine texture— as fine as Hour and through it water does noi 
seep. 



Di , Oscar Howling, President of the Lou- 
isiana State Board of Health, in a recent 
interview says; 

"It has been my good fortune to visit 
Canada and almost every state in the 
Union: to study in Mexico, England, 
France and Germany, and to have traveled 
in the other European countries, and I am 
sincere in saying there is, in my judgment, 
no more altogether desirable place, every 
aspect considered and health primarily, 
than Louisiana — the land cf the mocking 
bird and the orange blossom, where every 
prospect pleases and men do not decay 







One of our 

dredges building 
a levee from dirt 
gotten out of a 
canal which is be- 
ing dug around 
one of our 5,000 
acre tracts. 




HOLLAND Is known as "A COQOtrj of Dutch Hiked Farms" that are now worth from $500 to $1,500 per acre. It was a great undertaking to construct 
levees sufficiently high and strong to prated lands tliat were fifteen fi;et below the sea level, hut the Hollanders were equal to the emergency. They not 
only needed to exercise great skill In protecting the drained lands from Inundation, but the land Itself required n great amount of fertiliser and the mosi 
thorough cultivation. Not ho with the reclaimed lands of Louisiana. When once drained, they are dry, mellow, and fertile. .For years no fertilisation 
will he necessary and no fears need he entertained lis to overflows or to an excess of water, except .perhaps, at certain season* of the year, from natural rainfall 

Holland Is a country now noted the world over for Its One tnilcti cows and for u system of Intensive farming I hat produces on these made lands vastly more 
jicr acre than we arc growing on the alluvial lands of the United Stales. 

B. It, ,lones, writing in the whvomiiu ('minlrii Magazine about the way farming Is conducted In Kuropc. pens the following suggestive paragraph about what 
he. saw of dairy Earning In Holland: 

"One Kngllsh speaking farmer kept seventy head of milk cows on forty acres of land. The etillre forty was hay land. All the grata fed was purchased In 
northern Holland, lie valued his land at ?],20Q an acre and was renllng some that he did nut own for ?(t0 an acre." 

Doesn't that show us American dairy farmer* that we haven't yet come within speaking distance of knowing how to run our farms and cowk to the largest 
pnifiU Think of milking ft profit from cows on land which cists f80 an acre rental when lots of farmers can't mulct, 1 a imdll when ihc.v own the Intnl. Then 
think how unwilling the great mass of America!) farmers are to put real brain work Into thp badness. — Hmirifn Dairyman. 

In comparing ihe made lands of Holland with the swamp lands of IXMllslnnn, two Ihlngs should he kept In mind. 

Klttsx: The marshes and swamp lands of Louisiana are nearly all of them above sea level. 

Ski'mmi : The land. Instead of being mostly or sand. Is a rich alluvial deposit covered with humus or decayed vegetation, averaging In Inches In depth ;nul 
midy for cultivation just as soon as the levees are constructed, the water pumped out, and the lateral ditches provided, leaving It dn. maltose and rcrtllc anil 
easily plowed. 

For years the State of Louisiana has had many arilnVbilly drained plantations oo which sic\ir cane has been grown Willi great prafll Truck gardening has 
also been an Important Industry on these artltlcially drained farms located within ten or ft dojion miles of New Orleans. Such lauds pro luce annually from £","* 
to S-di) per acre, and cannot be luugnt at any price. The adjacent unreclaimed swamp hinds, when properly drained, become even more fertile, and In time 
will !"■ '■ valuable. 

It is Important that Ihe reader of this pamphlet keep in mind Ihe fact that the 9,61)0,000 acres of Louisiana swamp lands already referred to, are located 
within a few miles of the city of \..» Orleans. Soma of them are so accessible that one can take an automobile In front of the tft. rharlc* llulcl, and wilhln 
forty mlniiies, «ivcr u shell roail II nilre distance, reach wntne of Ihe large prulrlo marshes now drained and sold. 




A TYPICAL WATER HIGHWAY 
OF SOUTHERN LOUISIANA. 

Beautiful Live Oak Trees on 
banks of these bayous have moss 
clinging to their limbs throughout 
the entire year, 
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THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD GIVES THE FOLLOWING REASONS 



mtiu £ouisuuut'& ffirclaunrfc lUrt prairie £ait&<i int thr Slirhirst in the Starlit 
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A STUDY of tile map showing the drainage basin of the Mississippi River Veils a story of the exceeding richness 
of this wonderful country. For countless ages this mighty river, "the Father cf Waters," has, through its innu- 
merable tributaries, gathered in its yellow, murky current the richest and most nourishing particles of plant food 
to be found among the soils in its broad drainage basin and deposited these rich sediments in this lower coun- 
try, and it is from these deposits that Southern Louisiana lands and the whole Delta area have been built up 
from the bottom of the Gulf. 

It is in fact a bed of alluvia extending to a depth of mote than a thousand feet down to the old bottom of the ocean. 
On top of this alluvial deposit, for thousands cf years a rank grass has been growing annually and falling into decay, thus 
forming a humus mixed with alluvium, varying in depth of from two to six feet and rich in potash, phosphoric acid and ni- 
trogen, and every element of plant food. In this manner has been built up a subsoil and a soil of inexhaustible fertility. 
Brought together and concentrated in this limited area cf the lower Delta, an area containing less than 4,000,000 acres, is the 
cream of the richest soil, gleaned from an area covering nearly twenty-three States of the Union, and a small portion of Brit- 
ish Columbia. 
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LARGE TRACT OF 

RECLAIMED LAND 

AT RACELAND. LOUISIANA 



It is easily possible to raise 3 to 4 
crops per year on the same land 
here without injury to the rich soil. 
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INTENSIVE METHODS BEST. 

We may not be right, but from 
our standpoint, intensive farming is 
the only possible hope for contin- 
ued prosperity. Our large farms 
must and will be divided into small 
ones. Every twenty to forty acres 
of Louisiana soil, properly culti- 
vated, will maintain a family in 
prosperous comfort. 

COME AND SEE FOR 
YOURSELF. 

A Visit to Louisiana's Reclaimed 
Wet Prairie Lands Will Pay You. 



> Arm-; WITHGl T PLOWING. 




LOUISIANA PEOPLE REALIZE VALUE OF EDUCATION. 




LOUISIANA has a splendid public school system. The people realized many years ago the vast importance of 
education and resolved to aim high in this grand work. The public schools of the State are supported partly by 
State taxation, partly by police jury, and other local appropriations, and supervised by a State superintendent of 
public instruction, a State beard of education, and parish school boards. The city and town systems are separate 
in organization and supervision frcm the State system, but arc partially supported by the prorated school revc 
nues of the State. 

fn the matter of higher education Louisiana has a system of high schools, officially recognized by the State Board 
of Education: The State University and Agricultural College and the Tulane University of Louisiana. 

The State has been particluarly aggressive in developing industrial education, having the State Industrial Institute at 
Ruston and the Southwestern Industrial Institute at Lafayette, both institutions dcing work along the same lines 

For education of the colored population, the State maintains public schools in every town and parish and maintains the 
Southern University for the higher and industrial training of negro youth. 



LIKE HOLLAND- 




"a country 




of diked 




farms," 
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"South Louisiana will become 


the 


richest agricultural community of 


tti 


Ki/«' in the world."— The Scietiliile 


Am- 


ci'ican. 
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'"T HE pump is only necessary to 
* remove the excess of rain 
which falls on the land inside the 
levees. Some seasons it has not 
been necessary to use the pumps 
during the entire year, A maxi- 
mum of thirty days in twelve 
months is the experience of plant- 
ers on well ditched land, The 
outside cost for maintenance and 
operation of pumps is placed at 
fifty cents per acre per year, It 
is generally as low as twenty- 
five cents per acre. 
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SHOWING THE ERECTION OF 

A PUMPING PLANT, 

THE LEVEL WET PRAIRIE 

IS SHOWN IN THE 

BACKGROUND, 
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In a Idler to the Louisiana Mead- 
ows Company of New Orleans, dat- 
ed June 25, 19m, regarding the soil, 
1'rof, Rear says ; 

"As In the productive ability of 
. the noil, it will lie seen at a glance 
that it is deeidely a fertile soil. 
There is enough Nitrogen P resent 
in the first S inches to supply Ni- 
trogen for 1,000 fifty bushel crops 
of corn. Have never analyzed ;i 
soil whirl) contained so High a 
|iei'(-i 'lit nut- lit' NitroKfii," 
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WE ALSO PLOW 
WITH HORSES ON 
THESE LANDS AS 

SOON AS DRAINED 
BY OUR PUMPS, 




"SMOOTHLT TIIK PLOUGHSHARE RUNS 'I'll |{(>( till TIIK SMI, AS A KKFA. TIUUH lill Till-! WATER."— LONtU'ElXmv. 



AiAAjftiAAlfhAAAiifriiAiftii*iii*nV* 1*11* m , *■ *■ ■*■ i*i i*i *■ *i * i*in*i *i i*i i*n*> i*n*i i*ii'i AAAlPHSAl^i*! * *i i *i 1*1 1*1 i*i i*r 1*1 /r r*i i*i i*t T^t *f -* t >"'"*"*"*" t "*"*t^ > tT * 1 ,', A /, .*■ i 1 ./. A 

******^"» # \**#*V # *»*#*V r ************V^ * * » * * * * ' • rrWWWrV 



:: 



•• 




ANALYSIS 



By FIHMAN K. B£AR, Professor of Agricultural Chemistry. 
Ohio Stale University, Columbus, Ohio. 

Loss on ignition Nitrogen Phosphorus Calcium 

Soil first 

s hu-lu's, 07.04 per el j.117 |k.t ci 31 perct r.t4percl 
Subsoil, 

8 in 20 r&3Qperct 45perct ioperct Sopcrci 

Pounds of Plant Food per Acre. 



Soil iirsi 
8 inches, 

Subsoil, 
8 to 20, 



Nitrogen Phosphorus Limestone 

11.050 4650 42.75° 
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Loss on Ignition is occasioned mostly by water anil Organic 
Matter. 
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One of our lateral ditches 4 feet wide and 
3/9 t^ feet deep, which run every few hundred 
feet to main canal. Also shows excellent qual- 
ity of cur alluvial humus sails and sub-soil. 
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RECORD OF RAINFALL AND PUMP- 
ING ON SMITHPORT PLANTATION 
FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE, 1909: 




The Kmkliiinrl Plantation Is located In [aifnurehe 1'iirisli, Louisiana. I! 
is nil reclaimed' prairie land. There ate about 1,000 acres, and the drainage 
is i>nl li-clv net 111 dill. Tills means Hint there 1b no natural full ro the land 
and nil or tin? excess walcr must In? removed liy pumps. 

I'nrt of the tract bus been reclaimed from l.t)ke Fields. This land was 
under water nil nt the time before ditching. 

On three sides of (he inn ;i canal was dug thirty fi-el wide mid eight 

feel (leap, On tl tber side the land ts high. A reservoir ennitl was dug 

■ a. Ii way across Hie irnot. The reservoir canals terminate at the location of 
the pumping plant. There tbe pumps lift the wuh'r over Hie levi*o lotfl Lake 
Fields. 

S -. i li i ! la 1 1*1*11 1 dtii-lii's at intervals nf several hundred feet empty Into tlM 
rf*m.u'VOlr ennuis. This makes tbe druinuga of the trod: perfect. 

The pumping plant has two Monge pumps of sufficient rapacity U> handle 
a rn I n f » 1 1 of <Hi Indies In 2-1 hmirs — tbat Is, to pump out in 24 hours ii rnla 
of IKij Inches. Tills much rain is tin* maximum which lias fallen, as shown 
hy the fJoverament records. 



The J. on .» in..- is rlie record f. ir (he month of June .and the rnlnmil was 
in. zreaiosf nf any dune for fourteen ytt&rc; 

KA I KF*I,[, PUMFS O PF.IIAT Kb 
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1!l 1.40 S 
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28 .on 

The total number of Inches of ralufnll during the month was 10.83. The 
loial nnmlier <>T liotirs of pumping was S2&, or It days, 10% hours. 

COSt OF rr.WFISi; : 

Labor, one man. at ?2.S0. . , _ _ • a ■ .-, 

lost of inal ;: i._.da,is, | ion per day, at ¥,"> \~,T>(y 

lost of ;.n ui-i.i im t.ol'li acres for one month , $25.75 

If Oils ivns an average inonih. the n ia! ratnfnll would he 127. ,10 anil 

i in* post would he |3tKi for pumping l.tuai acres. 

if nt the average rainfall Is 85 inches, and the nveniKc cost actual, for 
PUmpltiB 1,000 acres, Would be P1B7.45, BO the COS! per in would he is% 

cents per acre a rest. 

This gives perfect drainage Of the richest lands In ihe wurhl Contrast 
this with the cost of Irrigation. 
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REPORT OF UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT 

Department of Agriculture, Bul- 
letin on Reclaiming Wet 
Prairie Lands in South- 
ern Louisiana, p. 41 5: 

"Formed by the richest soils 
in the whole Mississippi Valley, 
brought down for centuries by 
that river and its tributaries 
and deposited here, they form 
now the most fertile agricul- 
tural lands of the States, 
equaled by few and surpassed 
by none in the world in pro- 
ductive capacity," 



Tin: cdntkn'mcu ii kilos >>r uhisi.ana 



AGENTS WANTED 

We are now offering for sale several thousand acres of rich 
reclaimed Prairie lands in Louisiana ready for the fanner at 
exceedingly attractive prices. 






TO THE INVESTOR 

We present nearly one million acres of raw lands susceptible 
of reclamation, well located with respect to transportation fa- 
cilities, both water and rail. You can purchase in tracts of 
5,000 acres and upwards. 

Write for "Climatic and Health Conditions." 




Hautsiana itteaouuis Sinicstiunrt 
Company 

505 iUairmn Blatirhc Huilbiiui 
Sfrut ttrliMiis, : : Houislamt 



